CHAPTER XIII. The Close of the Old Wasan.
Having now spoken of Wada's notable advance in the ye. or Circle Principle, in which he developed an integral calcu that served the ordinary purposes of mensuration, there rema a period  of activity in  this same  field  between  the time which he flourished and the opening of Japan to foreign co merce,  which  period  marks  the   close of the old wasan, native  mathematics.    Part   of this  period includes the lab of some of Wada's contemporaries, and part of it those of' next succeeding  generation, but  in  no portion of it is th to be found  a   genius   such  as Wada.   It was his work, discoveries, his teaching that inspired two generations of mat maticians with the desire to further improve upon the Cir Principle.   We have seen how the story is told that the b mathematicians   of his   day  went  to  him   in  secret  for purpose of receiving instruction or suggestions, and it: is furt related that his range of discoveries was greater than his regi pupils knew, and that some of these discoveries appear as work  of others.    This   is   mere   rumor  so   far  as   any tn worthy evidence goes to  show, but it lets us know the h estimate that was placed upon his abilities.
Among his contemporaries who gave serious attention the yenri was a merchant of Yedo by the name of lyez Zenshi who published a work in two parts, the Gomei Sam of which the first part appeared in 1814 and the second 1826. There is a charming little touch of Japan in the f that many of the problems relate to figures, and in partici to groups of ellipses, that can be drawn upon a folding f that is, upon a sector of an annulus.